Caddis Fly
Adult Caddis Fly can often be
confused with household moths
but their roof-shaped wings and
fine hair rather than scale make
their identification relatively casy.

Damsel Fly
The clongated body of the Damsel
fly makes mating difficult but not
impossible as this photograph
shows It's extraordinary looped
mating behaviour can be observed

the summer months.

Insects of the Strea

The adult life of the brook lamprey lasts for only a few
weeks and during this time it never feeds but simply nests
and lays eggs in spring in the same way as the other two.
The three species of lamprey occurring in Ireland. brook
lamprey. niver lamprey and sea lamprey, which appears to
be declining (Whilde, 1
ed within the system (

ble 7.3)

According 1o Giraldus Cambrensis. they served as food
for the rich in the 12th century (O'Meara, 1951) and were
still being bought in Kilkenny by Norman families during
the 14th century (Ledwich, 1781).

There was a lamprey fishery on the Barrow, near
Monasterevin. i the 17th century (Anonymous. 1685) but
since the 18th century (Tighe . 1802) these primitive “fish”
have rarely featured as a food item in Ireland

Fly

Damsel Fly and Dragonfly adults
adopt vivid and distincitve
colours. Notice the dark patch on
the front edge of the wings.

993), have all been recently record-
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