Kingfishers nest in a tunnel that they dig in a vertical
face of sand or soil. Usually it is on the river bank itself
perhaps on the eroding face of a bend or where a tributary
joins the main stream.

but it is now restricted 102 very few, mostly in the
western half of the country

Irish Rivers. Ed. E de Buitlear

Anywhere there are fish there will be herons, though
more occur on lowland rivers where the feeding is
casier. Herons seem perfectly adapted to their habitat
Their long legs allow them to stand even in quite deep
water

Their head and neck are light, and with their main
body weight far back they can move them very fast to
strike cqually fast-moving prey Herons have been
known 1o spear fish on their beaks, but this is proba-
bly by mistake: they usually grab them from behind

Their flight is leisurely. on broad rounded wings
and they fold their necks back into their shoulders for
better balance.

As they fly. they are sometimes mobbed by crows,
thrushes or tits, who treat them as they do birds of
prey. Itis difficult to see why this should be so, as
herons never catch such small birds.
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Mute swans feed on river plants, especially the nar-
row-leaved pond-weeds. and they are well known on
every large river. One of the things they need is a suf-
ficient length of water 1o take off from.

1f there are people around swans soon become
accustomed 10 them, and will quickly come to take
bread, but they are far from gentle when nesting and it
is unpleasant 10 be caught at close quarters with an
angry adult

In open situations. the nest s often conspicuous, a
huge pile of vegetation with the adult sitting securely
on it It can be hidden, however. in reeds or on a river
island. and the first that is known about it is the adul
female leading a brood of five or mare downy cygnets
with the male taking up the rear
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