Moancoin cot Note the raised, contral keel board. In this cor. the ribs are made of
el 1o
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Details of the Drohan cor

“1 geoite gan foscadh do leiminn ar bharraibh na dionn. .~
An t-lascaire le Pidraig O Miléada

The cot is a long. narrow. shallow-draft, flat-botiomed
boat which the fishermen make themselves. lis basic
size and shape are dictated by the three planks used 1o
make the bottom. The stern and stem posts. the ribs and
the floor joists are made of oak (preferably) or white
elm. Oniginally all the cots had pointed stems (hows) at
both ends but foday only one such two-stemmed cot
remains in operation on the Suir, although a new one
has recently been constructed at Cartick-on-Suir.

At Carrick. the onginal two-man cot was about 15 feet
long, 33 inches n the beam and 27 inches across the
bottom at the centre. The bottom was made of three
larch planks, 9 inches by 1 inch, laid side by side.

Fishing ledges in the River Suir between Carrick-on-Suir and Waterford

The oak ribs of a Mooncoin cot. Note the section cut from the base of each rib so
that it firs snugly oxer the raised central keel board.

Ol style cot, but single stemmed. Note the flat bortom of three boards

“History has dealt curiously with the placenames
of regions like this. depriving them of the support
of a written language. leaving them in the still
pools of an oral culture "

Tim Robinson, 1977

Nowhere 1s the almost mystical relationship
between man and landscape better expressed than
in the wealth and diversity of placenames with
which we adorn and enrich the space we occupy.
The naming of river places. of their unseen depths
and hidden recesses, falls uniquely to the fisher-
men who know them like no others. The cot fish-
ermen of the Three Sisters have not been remiss
in this important task. Every ledge. snag. rock and
resting place is so graced with a name that the
waters flow over and through a tapestry of histon-
cal and topographical placenames as rich and
finely-grained as any found on land.




