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Estuary

‘Nymph of I
“It was my chance once 10 see a map of Europe.
described in the lineaments of a naked woman [and] in
such a forme will I represent our Ireland.

Spcrges This Nymph of Ireland. is a1 all paynts like a yong
wenche that hath the greene sickness for want of occu-
pying. She is very fayre of visage. and hath a smooth
skinn of tender grasse. Indeed she is somewhat freckled
(as the lrish are) some partes darker than other: Her
flesh is of a softe and delicat mould of earthe. and her
blew vaynes trayling through every part of her like ryv-
oletts. She hath one master vayne called the Shannon.

She hath three other vaynes called the sisteres, the
Seuer. the Noyer & the Barrow, weh rysing at one
spring. travle through her middle partes. and jowne
together in theyr going ont.

Her bones are of polished marble, the grey marble.
the blacke. the edd and the speckled. so fayre for
building that their houses shew like colledges. and
being polished. is most rarely emblished.

Her breasts are round hillockes of milk-yeelding
grasse. and that so fertile. that they contend wth the
valleys. And betwixt her leggs (for Ireland is full of
she had an open harbour. but not much fre- Cheekpoint

Mythic Ireland:- M. Dames. (17th Century English
Officer in Ireland) p. 202
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